
 

If you are concerned 
about your child’s speech or 

language call 
 

613- 732-7007 
or 

1-888-421-2222 
 

Not Sure? 
Check for brochures with 
guidelines for speech and 

language development at your 
local Health Centre, Ontario 
Early Years Centre, Daycare 

or 
Drop in at our screening clinics 

and meet a Speech Language- 
Pathologist who will provide a 

brief evaluation of your 
child’s speech and language 

and discuss any concerns you 
may have. 

 
To access information on line 

see: 
www.children.gov.on.ca 
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SCREENING CLINIC WINTER SCHEDULE 2009 

Pembroke February 
06/09 

10:00 a.m. -  
12:00 a.m. 

PEMBROKE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Killaloe March  
03/09 

10:00 a.m. -
11:30 a.m. 

 KILLALOE TOY BUS 
 100 QUEEN STREET 

Arnprior March 
26/09 

10:00 a.m. -
11:30 a.m. 

ARNPRIOR PUBLIC LIBRARY 
21 MADAWASKA ST 

Renfrew March 
26/09 

1:30 p.m. - 
3:00 p.m. 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH 
331 PLAUNT ST. 

Madawaska April 
7/09 

10:00 a.m. -
11:30 a.m. 

MADAWASKA PUBLIC   
SCHOOL 

Petawawa   April 
08/09 

2:00 p.m.- 
3:00 p.m.  

PMFRC SOUTH SIDE 
1578 WOLFE AVE 

Eganville April 
15/09 

10:00 a.m. -
11:30 a.m. 

GRACE LUTHERN CHURCH 
14 BONNECHERE ST. W. 

.ŀǊǊȅΩǎ .ŀȅ June  
4/09 

10:00 a.m. -
11:30 a.m. 

.!ww¸Ω{ .!¸ ¢h¸ .¦{ 
48 BAY STREET 

Sprouting Speech is the Preschool Speech and Language Program 
for young children and their families who live in Renfrew 

County. 
 

The program is in place to help children from birth to the beginning of their Senior 
Kindergarten year who have, or at risk for, difficulties in any area of communication. 
Sprouting Speech provides services for children who are late talkers, or have speech 
sound difficulties. The program also provides support for children who have social, 

emotional or cognitive difficulties which affect their ability to communicate and 
learn. 

 

Sprouting Speech is currently offering clinics in the following communities: 

 Arnprior  Renfrew 
 Killaloe  Pembroke 

 Petawawa  Deep River 
 
{ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŘŀȅŎŀǊŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ 

circumstances. 
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Caption describing picture or graphic. 

! ōŀōȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ ŀ big milestone in his early life and is often 
greeted with great excitement by family members. Babies and 

toddlers typically make mistakes when they are learning to talk. 
These mistakes sound so cute and funny that some parents hang on 

to the early words long after the child has outgrown them! 
Most children outgrow early speech patterns. However, some 

children continue to have difficulty producing the sounds of their 
first language.  This can lead to frustration on the part of the child 
and worry for parents. Recent research suggests that untreated 
ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

development both academically and socially. 

Early identification and intervention can make a big 
difference! 

 

Here are some questions frequently asked by parents about speech 
development: 

What is a Speech Sound Disorder? A speech sound disorder 
happens when the normal sequence of sound development is 
delayed or disrupted to the point at which it is affecting the 

ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴΦ 

My child is tongue tied.  Will this cause a speech delay? 
Tongue tie is not generally believed to cause speech delays, 

but can contribute to difficulties forming certain sounds. 

My brother did not talk until he was three and he’s fine 
now. Why can’t we just leave it to sort itself out? 

Very few adults have serious speech sound problems. Most 
children over time develop speech patterns that are understood 
by almost everybody. However, studies are showing a strong link 
between speech sound delays and later difficulties in reading and 

other academic skills. Early intervention can often reduce or 
eliminate the long term effects of early speech sound difficulties. 

How do I know my child’s speech is delayed for her age? 
The following can give a general idea of when to expect certain 
sounds to be popping up in words: 

Age of Child 90% of children master these sounds 
2 Years b ,p ,m ,d ,w ,h ,n 
3 Years t, k ,g 
4-5 yrs f, v ,s, z, y 
5 -7 yrs l, r, sh ,ch ,th , blends 

 

 Will my accent cause a speech problem for my child? 
No.  Accents are the natural influence of your first language on 
other languages. 

Small Talk!!! 
Speech Sound Development in young children 

  

 
I can understand everything my 2 year old says but others 

have a problem. Should I be concerned? 
Again there is a good rule of thumb for speech to be easily 

understood by people outside the immediate family: 

 1 year  ςέ wordǎέ understood about 25% of the time 

 2 years ςconversations understood about 50%  of the time 

 3 years ςconversation understood about 75%  of the time 

 4 years - conversation understood 100% of the time 
What should I be looking for if I have concerns? 

There are some άred flagsέ that may prompt parents to pay extra 
ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΥ 

 Hearing loss in infancy or early childhood 

 Difficulties feeding in infancy 

 Reduced cooing and babble in infancy ς ŀ άǉǳƛŜǘέ ōŀōȅ 

 No change in babble or speech sounds as your baby grows 
towards 1 year. 

 Difficult to understand many words. 

 ¢ƻŘŘƭŜǊ άŘǊƻǇǎέ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊŘǎ 
Did I cause my child’s speech delay? 

bƻΗ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
delayed or disordered: 

Articulation:  Some children are born with differences in the 
structure or function in the mouth area- e.g. cleft palate. This can 
affect their ability to move their lips, teeth, tongue or soft palate to 
make sounds. 
Phonological delay / disorder: Some children seem to have a 
disruption in their ability to hear and make sense of speech sounds 
even with normal hearing.  This can result in a delay in developing 
groups of sounds ςe.g. /k/g/ sounds are spoken closer to the front 
of the mouth like / t /d/ . 
Motor speech disorder:  Some children have a very hard time 
coordinating the very fine movements needed to move rapidly from 
one sound to another. 

These disorders can occur together or independently.  Early 
assessment allow a Speech- [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ tŀǘƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

speech development closely and intervene in different ways for 
specific disorders 

 

How can a Speech Pathologist assess my child’s speech 
sounds? He’s saying almost nothing! 

The Speech Pathologist will look at the child carefully and include 
information on gestures, word attempts, other sounds, mouth 

movements etc. 
Early assessment allows parents and professions to track speech 
sound development and decide how to intervene to get the best 

outcome. 

Sources/References: 

 American Speech and Hearing Association- www.asha.org 

 Bowen(2006) Speech Intelligibilty from 12 to 18mths. Retrieved 

from www.speech-language-therapy.com/intelligibility.htm.on 

 Canadian language & Literacy Research Network-www.cllrnet.ca  

 www.children.gov.on.ca 
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